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Giving Double Blessings at Christmas
I  Reflection By Tammy Russell
hen I give a gift, I always hope it will make the one I have shopped for feel loved, 
honored, cared for and celebrated. But gift giving for those who are buying with 
a purpose has become a lot more than pleasing the one we buy for.
It can also be a wonderful opportunity to impact the 
life of the one who crafted the item on the other side of 
the world. You might call it “double blessing buying”.
WILD HOPE ARTISANS
Wild Hope Artisans is a business initiative of our 
mission Wild Hope International. It provides income for 
85 women of the Maasai tribe in Southern Kenya and 
Northern Tanzania who make hand crafted artifacts out 
of their traditional beads and wire. Currently the artisans 
carry a product line of 15 items ranging from angels and 
dragonflies, to Christmas trees and butterflies. The ladies 
sit outside their mud and wattle houses cheerfully chatting
as their fingers nimbly string beads onto wire.
In the beginning we always told them, “Don’t spend 
all of your money, we don’t know if there will be another 
order”, but the orders have kept coming in as buyers have 
not only enjoyed the eye catching products, but have been 
touched by the changed lives they represent.
IMPACT
With their income, some of the artisans have built new 
homes, others have bought milk cows, and still others are 
helping their husbands plant churches. All are feeding their 
families and sending their children to school. The places 
and times these Maasai ladies gather, sitting under acacia
Please see W IL D  H O P E  on page
SEMI-RELEVANT
Advent doesn’t make any sense.
My goodness, somebody had to 
say it, so I figured I may as well.
Advent doesn’t make any sense 
because it is a time of preparation 
and waiting. In a world where I can 
microwave dinner in less than five 
minutes and download television on 
my laptop almost instantly to watch 
while I eat, I don’t want to wait. 
Waiting is so archaic.
Advent doesn’t make any sense 
because it is a time for us to learn 
patience. Frankly, I don’t have time 
for patience. I have papers to write, 
work to get down, gifts to buy, er­
rands to run, and screens to stare at. 
Patience just gets in the way.
Advent doesn’t make any sense 
because it is a time of repentance. 
Repentance is bad for my self es-
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teem, and it doesn’t seem to be much 
of a cultural value. As long as I feel 
good about myself, that is enough.
Advent doesn’t make any sense 
because it reminds us to have joy. I 
am simply too preoccupied for joy. 
There is so much that is broken in 
the world and there is so much that 
is broken in my own life that joy­
fulness seems to require a level of 
naivete that I find intolerable.
Advent doesn’t make any sense 
because it is a time of hope. Haven’t 
we heard enough about hope? I find 
that I am busy enough just trying to 
juggle my day-to-day responsibilities. 
Rather than have hope I prefer just 
to keep my nose to the grindstone.
Perhaps the greatest reason Ad­
vent doesn’t make any sense is that it 
culminates in the celebration of an
event that doesn’t make sense: the 
God of the universe coming to a sin­
ful people to be for them what they 
could not be for themselves. That 
God would come to impatient, unre- 
pentent, joyless, hopeless people and 
teach them a different way doesn’t 
make any sense. And yet he came. 
And he continues to come. And that 
is why I love Advent. Immanuel, 
God is with us. Merry Christmas.
“For the Word became flesh and 
lived among us, 
and we have seen 
his glory, the glory 
as o f a father’s 
only son, fu ll o f 




LETTERS TO THE EDITOR
Dear Editor:
I greatly appreciated the reflections on pornography addiction shared a few weeks 
back in the SEMI. As someone for whom this issue means a lot, I highly recom­
mend Covenant Eyes Internet Accountability Software. Check out it out: www. 
covenanteyes.com (see ad on page 6). I have witnessed its life-changing impact; I 
hope it can be of help to those struggling out there - there's help and hope baby.
Editor's Note: It is the policy of the SEMI not to publish letters anonymously, but we made an exception in 
this case because of the highly personal nature of the letter. The author's identity is known to the SEMI.
A N h
t h e K
February 15-1
I C I N G
DOM
'\ Payton 101
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Giving Gifts thdt Liberate reflection by evie knottnerus
Hearing a story of injustice from a far away place can lead to reactions of awe, 
astonishment and curiosity. Yet, when this wonderment does not carry over into action, 
we have neglected to comprehend the reason why God implanted those emotions deep 
within us. Tears and anger are gifts from God to be shared through advocacy.
On Saturday, October 24, I 
attended a Global Trade Event that 
Fuller hosted at Jameson Brown
Coffee Roasters. I was excited about 
taking a study break that included 
hearing music, drinking coffee, 
mingling with other students, and 
looking at what I thought were 
simply a few Fair Trade items. When 
I arrived at the coffee shop the 
atmosphere was serene and inviting. I 
stood with some friends and listened 
to a friend play his guitar and sing. 
After soaking in the music I decided 
to go outside and wander through 
the tables. What I encountered was 
completely unexpected.
I can only explain it as raw emotion. 
There were pictures, stories, and 
knowledgeable and caring students 
behind each table. Photographs could 
nothaveadequately captured thescene. 
One table after the other described a 
story of injustice perpetrated on “the 
least of these”: the poor, uneducated 
women and children living in the 
two thirds world. As I looked at the
jewelry, scarves, purses, and t-shirts 
for sale, they were no longer “items” 
to purchase, but “people” to liberate.
With tears streaming down my face, 
I pulled out my wallet and began the 
investment in the one’s that Jesus 
longs for our hearts to remember 
(Matt 25:31-46).
As I purchased each item, a 
beautiful thought crossed my mind: 
although I may never get to meet these 
women and children, when I see them 
in the Kingdom, I will remember that 
I played a part in their story. I had 
the privilege of helping them stay off 
the streets by supporting their cottage 
industry. To choose action meant 
that I became part of the solution, 
providing them the opportunity to 
live in a safe place and make items to 
support themselves.
So often it feels overwhelming 
when we hear stories of injustice. We 
quickly seek to bring homeostasis to 
our emotions by walking away and 
trying to forget unsettling things 
that we hear. We know that the task
of helping seems too large to do 
alone. For me, simply purchasing 
some of these beautiful hand made 
items allowed me to turn my anger 
and tears of anguish at injustice into 
something beautiful and productive, 
the liberation and freedom of a soul 
in captivity.
The Christmas season is an optimal 
time to reflect on how, without 
Christ, we would all be souls held in 
captivity. My heart overflows with 
thankfulness because Jesus willingly 
purchased my freedom. I know like 
me, that if you think about what you 
need this Christmas, your list may not 
include: a place to live, basic food, or 
the assurance of safety and respect. 
Simply buying from organizations 
that minister to the oppressed 
ensures that women and children 
around the world receive these basic 
gifts. Please use your resources and 
join me in being an advocate for the 
“least of these”. Imagine the joy in 
heaven when Christmas is filled with 
packages that unwrap justice for the 
glory of God.
Here are a few great organizations 
I know of that you can support with 






Proverbs 31:8-9: Speak up for those 
who cannot speak for themselves; ensure 
justice for those being crushed. Yes, 
speak up for the poor and helpless, and 
see that they get justice. Ej
Evie Knottnerus (2nd 
year, MAT) will never 
look at Christmas shop­
ping the same way 
again.
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trees to bead and share life together, 
have become tools for outreach and 
discipleship. As they create beauty 
together the Kingdom of God is 
growing in their midst through their 
business. They are prospering, even as 
their souls prosper (3 John 2).
Now there is a steady flow of 
products coming in from the bush 
to our home in Arusha, Tanzania. 
When I see the way the cone trees 
and cone angels stand up so proudly 
and beautifully, I smile inside 
remembering their bumpy squished 
journey in gunny sacks on the back of 
donkeys to get to the collecting point. 
Sometimes I catch myself sniffing the 
artisans’ beadwork, and sure enough 
there is a hint of the smoky Maasai 
home where they came from. I love 
that fragrance. It will always symbolize 
to me the warm hospitality and care 
for others that is such a beautiful part 
of Maasai culture.
LEVERAGING THE IMPACT
Three and a half years ago when we 
received that first order, the original 
six artisans and I bowed our heads 
and prayed that, if it was God’s will, 
this business would be a doorway to 
bless many.
Little did we know that God would 
use the work of their hands to bring 
transformation to other communities 
far beyond the borders of Maasailand. 
By offering our products at wholesale
prices we’ve been able 
to help like-minded 
organizations generate 
funds for their programs. 
Orphans, vulnerable 
children, and women at 
risk, all are being helped 
through the sales of 
artisans’ products. This 
makes them and us very 
happy indeed.
BU SIN ESS AS M ISS IO N  
Africa has been a 
hurting continent and, 
while I am sure it has 
delighted God’s heart to 
see the Western world 
respond to her plight 
with generous giving, 
merciful aid, and loads 
of donations, relief in its
very nature is temporary.
In their book The A id  
Trap R. Glenn Hubbard 
and William Duggan 
state, “You can never 
deliver enough charity to 
give poor people a decent 
life. Business is the only i 
sustainable answer to 
poverty: It gives people 
a way to earn money 
to pay for a decent life 
themselves.” YĈe are convinced that 
what the new Africa really needs is 
Christians making an impact for the 
Kingdom of God through business 
and trade.
BUYING W ITH A 
PURPOSE
A friend of ours 
once said, “when 
you buy you are 
casting a vote”. 
We believe that. 
Though the artisans 
of Wild Hope are 
earning money to 
“pay for a decent 
life themselves”, the 
goal of self-reliance 
is not isolation. A 
beautiful beaded 
dragonfly in a
California kitchen, by its very 
existence there represents a bridge 
of connectivity between two worlds. 
Somebody voted with their wallet to 
make that connection between beauty 
and purpose. And, I think if were 
honest, it makes us feel good to know 
that the blessing goes both ways. So 
we would like to encourage you to 
vote with your wallet this holiday 
season, and support businesses that 
bless their workers in the same way 
that their products will bless their
Tammy Russell and her husband Peter (MAICS 
'01), have been involved In ministry'to the Maasai 
of East Africa for 18years. They founded Wild Hope 
International with dose friends in 2004 (www. 
wildhopeinternational. 
org) and currently oversee 
the ministry from their 
base in Arusha, Tanzania.
The Wild Hope Artisans 
products can be found at 
the Fuller Bookstore.
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The Undead of the Forgotten Land o ™  by s ,mon J l S i
As I delve into the study of Christianity in Europe, my home continent, I encounter a 
whole spectrum of emotions from utter despair to joyful hope and excitement. There 
are two particular themes that are recurrent in most of my reflections on Christianity 
in Europe: “Were screwed!” and “No one really seems to care.”
From my experience in France, 
the conversations I have had with 
fellow Europeans and various 
readings, it appears that the Church 
in Europe is in an advanced state of 
decomposition. The Church once 
used to be a beautiful bride. She 
loved the Lord. They had a fantastic 
wedding. Even the food was good 
and the wine was a great choice. The 
marriage wasn’t idyllic, most certainly 
because of the struggling bride, but 
they were hanging on. One way or 
another, something went horribly 
wrong over the years. She got sick, 
she got delirious with power and 
fame, and somewhere in the process 
she seems to have died.
“But wait,” an astute mind would 
argue, “the Church in Europe is 
not dead. There are still Christians, 
expressions of faith and communities 
of believers!” Indeed there are. And 
this is where my story takes a creepy 
turn. There is not nothing, but what 
is it exactly that is there?
There is quite a popular interest 
in dead things coming back to life 
these days. Surely you’ve heard stories 
of nightmarish creatures that have 
come back from the grave to feed on 
the living. I would like to suggest by 
a stretch of the imagination that, in 
many cases, the Church in Europe is 
such a creature (though hopefully less 
nightmarish!).
Could the European Church be 
“undead?” Let’s look at the facts: it is 
dead but somehow still twitching with
life. It limps awkwardly and 
aimlessly. It is decomposing 
at an alarming speed, losing 
limbs and members along 
the way. In many cases, it 
seems more interested with 
eating people’s brains than 
becoming their friend (by 
this I mean that churches see 
reaching out to the world as 
processes of conformance 
and assimilation rather 
than building meaningful 
relationships). It’s frankly 
quite a sad sight to see what 
used to be such a beautiful 
bride stumble across the 
scenery, still wearing her 
torn wedding dress, the 
layers of makeup hardly 
masking her rotting flesh.
This is a bleak portrait, 
and does not fully do justice 
to the struggle the Church 
faces in such a difficult 
context. However, it does 
paint, to some extent, 
the reality of what the Church has 
become in a post-Christian, post- 
Christendom context. But through 
God’s grace, all is not so dark.
I do see the Church as undead, 
but the term “undead” in itself can 
have several meanings. The prefix 
“un” brings the concept of retrieving, 
of taking something back. We talk 
about undoing, unblocking, untying, 
unfreezing. The prefix implies change. 
What if undead was used as a verb?
Can the Church “undie”?
I would argue that it can (and is). 
There is something cleansing about 
being dead, being weak, and dwelling 
in powerlessness. Think about the 
redeeming aspects of the exile of 
Israel. Think about God abandoning 
all glory to die in misery as the least of 
men. Because of the folly of the cross, 
we can trust that God does wonders 
through weakness and death. Maybe 
this death has to be embraced as
Please see E U R O P E  on page 6
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something redeeming. If the Church 
in Europe is really dead, I need to hold 
onto this hope with all my strength. I 
need to believe that this death is part 
of refining and redefining the Church 
into something closer to what it was 
meant to be. Talking about his own 
death, Jesus said “Unless a kernel of 
wheat falls to the ground and dies, 
it remains only a single seed; but 
if it dies, it produces many seeds.” 
(John 12:24) The Church is dead, 
but something new and beautiful 
is growing out of it, something 
divine yet undefined, something still 
forming and finding itself. It could 
be that instead of “undead”, the 
European Church is actually being 
resurrected. God is at work, the Spirit 
is moving fast, and it is up to us to 
join the procession if we want to be 
part of the new life.
The question is “Do we want to
live?” I get the sense that we tend to 
narrow down the term “mission” to 
refer only to development and relief 
work. While these are worthy causes 
and entirely part of our mission as the 
Church, mission must be more than 
that. Because of this paradigm, it 
seems Europe has become somewhat 
of a blind spot at Fuller, hardly 
considered as a mission field, or 
hardly considered at all. The western 
contexts are changing, and changing 
fast, and it is foolish to consider our 
countries “Christian” anymore.
With this in mind, it was quite 
refreshing during the missiology 
lectures last week to hear Bishop 
Graham Cray of the Anglican Church 
share about the amazing ways in 
which life is returning to the Church 
of England. His description of how 
such an institutional organization is 
beginning to find new expressions of 
faith born from the grassroots, that 
people can actually relate to, was like 
a fresh glass of hope. Not only because
it is proof that a new plant can grow 
out of a dead seed, but also because for 
a couple of days the Fuller spotlight 
shone on Europe. I’m hoping this 
will give some momentum toward 
putting western countries back on 
the table as worthy mission fields, 
opening dialogue in that direction, 
and maybe even awakening callings 
to a different kind of ministry.0
Simon Castagna (2nd 
year, MA Crosscultural 
Studies) wants you to 
look at the ad under­
neath this bio box.
Friday Night Music
6p.m. @ Coffee by the Books 
Dec. 4 Simon Castagna
Dec. 11 Spoken Word with
Jen Alumbaugh
ADVERTISEMENT
Fuller, You’re Join Your Credit Union!
W e offer a wide array of great financial products & 
services to fit your needs including:.
•High Yield Checking (3.01 % a p r )* 
•Free Music Checking*
•Money Market Accounts 
•Savings Account Options 
•Certificates: Regular & IRA
•Loans: Student, Auto, Mortgage 
•FREE Online Banking 
•FREE Bill Payer 
•FREE ATM Nework 
•& More!
Mention This Ad and W e’ll Make 
Your Initial Savings Account Deposit
We have been serving the Pasadena 
educational community for over 73 years! 
We look foward to serving you.
Join Today!
*High-Yield Checking launches 1/1/10. APR: Annual Percentage Rate. Certain terms, 
conditions, and restrictions apply. Contact the credit union for full details. Code: Fuller.
Pasadena Service
Federal Credit Union
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Fuller PlayGround--------------------
Fuller PlayGround is an End-of-Quarter Entertainment Expe­
rience! Come out to Payton 101 on Friday, December 4 from 
7:00 PM to 9:00 PM to play some of the games you played as 
a kid: Connect Four, Sorry, Battleship, Candy Land, Operation, 
Uno, Hungry Hungry Hippos and more. There will also be in­
teractive games like Twister and Atari favorites like Pac-Man, 
Pole Position and more. Come. Play. Laugh. Experience Fuller 
Playground!
Cram Jam: Breakfast Edition-------
It's All Seminary Council (ASC) traditional "FREE" breakfast 
event. Join us Tuesday, December 8 from 8:00 PM until 10:00 
PM in Payton 101 for a breakfast buffet of pancakes, muffins, 
cereal and more. Take a break from studying for finals to re­
charge your mind and body. There will FREE neck 8( shoulder 
massages provided by Pasadena School of Massage. Quantity 
is limited so sign up early!
_______ ADVERTISEMENT
JBA International workforce is a dedicated team of people 
who work on outsourcing and project engagements. Our clients 
are mainly Fortune 500 and big 4 global outsourcing companies.
JOB DESCRIPTION
Recruiters and Sales Support will assist sales and account managers 
in searching for the ideal candidates for projects or engagements. 
We have on the job training.
Responsibilities may include:
• Select the right candidate for the job.
• Screen candidates.
• Produce presentable resumes or supporting documents.
• Assist with general office help.
• Work effectively in high-pressure environment while main­
taining a professional presence at all times
• Opportunities to advance into sales.
QUALIFICATIONS
Basic Qualifications:
• Creative, witty, and happy.
• Willingness to speak on the phone and search for the right 
candidates on Internet or our own databases.
• 2 years of experience in Microsoft Office products. 
Professional Skills Required:
• Detail-oriented; demonstrated organizational skills
• Strong facilitation and communication skills
• Excellent time management skills
Our people are our most important asset and as such we are con­
tinuously expanding our capability programs to provide you with 
opportunities to grow with us. 
www.jbai.com
Schedule: Full-time or Part-time 
Resumes: Jbl04l@ jbai.com
The Apostle Paul said we do things 
we don’t want to do. With so many 
tempting websites, it’s easy to know 
what he meant.
What we do online impacts us offline.
Guard your heart.
Protect your ministiy. 
Demonstrate your integrity.
CovenantEyes.com
Internet Accountability Software 
for PCs, Macs, and handheld devices
For the first 30 days free, use 
the promocode onefree when 
signing up online.
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FULLER HAPPENINGS
Joint Christmas Social
The Asian American Theological Fellow­
ship and the African-American Student 
Fellowship will be hosting a joint Christ­
mas social on Monday December 14th, 
2009 at 6:30 p.m. in Payton 101 Dr. Wat­
kins will speak on Christmas and racial 
reconciliation. Soul food and Hawaiian 
BBQ will be served. The union between 
these two groups is a momentous one, as 
we share certain commonalities of mar­
ginalization within our collective Ameri­
can experience. Healing still needs to 
take place within our two communities, 
particularly in Los Angeles. The union of 
our two communities, both city and na­
tion wide, can and will shape the future 
of our nation. So in the spirit of unity, 
reconciliation, and forward progress let us 
celebrate each other's cultures together! 
All are welcome to come and fellowship 
with us. For more information e-mail aatf. 
fuller@gmail.com.
I HAVEN HOUSE CHRISTMAS TOY DRIVE sponsored 
by ASC Committee for Women & Gender 
needs gifts for childrens Christmas party and 
general supplies for women and children sur­
vivors of abuse, now through end of quarter. 
A collection basket and a list of items needed 
in ASC Office in Catalyst. Contact Ashleigh 
at ashrebg@gmail.com for specific needs.
STRONG MARRIAGES/SUCCESSFUL MINISTRIES is a 
ministry designed to help seminary couples 
prepare their marriages for ministry. The 
group will being the week of January 11 and 
will run until week of March 8. There will 
be two groups for married couples and one 
group for seriously dating or engaged cou­
ples. Space is limited. For more info, contact 
Sharon Hargrave at sashargrave@aol.com or 
626.529.5400.
HOSPITAL CHAPLAINCY OPPORTUNITY FOR MDIV 
STUDENTS Looking to do a ten-week Hospi­
tal Chaplaincy (FE546) to fulfill your FE2 
internship requirement? Glendale Adventist 
in Glendale, Providence St. Josephs in Bur­
bank, Northridge Hospital in Northridge, 
Providence Tarzana Medical Center in Tarza- 
na, and VITAS Hospice are currently accept­
ing applications for the Winter 2010 Quar­
ter. It is important to apply early since the 
interview process and other pre-internship
requirements take 3-4 weeks, and the open­
ings are competitive. Please stop by the Field 
Education Office as soon as possible to get 
more information and pick up applications.
NEW PSYCHOTHERAPY GROUPS AT FULLER PSY­
CHOLOGICAL AND FAMILY SERVICES Beautiful 
Woman process group for women struggling 
to integrate their spiritual and sexual identi­
ty. Panic: Calming the Storm: group focused 
on teaching coping skills to help overcome 
anxiety ana panic. Survivor: process group 
for men who struggle to overcome the scars 
of sexual abuse. ATI groups are confidential. 
$50 a session. For info contact Ellen Miller 
Kwon, PsyD 626.204.2050, www.drmillerk- 
won.com
CHINESE STUDENT FELLOWSHIP (CSF) 
lO a .m .-lla .m ., Thursdays in  the International 
Students Concerns C om m ittee Room (above the 
IS O  Food B ank garage, behind Taylor H all.) 
For more info, contact Teng-Kuan Ng at 
tengkuan_ng@fuller.edu.
CONTRIBUTE toTHESEM I
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